^his is a remarkable work?remarkable alike for the subject of which it treats, and for the admirable manner in which it is written. It ' although the subjects discussed and the conclusions deduced from them are, it is hoped, of no inconsiderable value in a devotional point of view, the treatise itself is rather argumentative than sentimental, and more concerned with the foundation of evangelical religion than with its superstructure. The fact is not indeed now announced for the first time, having been more or less correctly anticipated by several pious and excellent writers during the last century; but, as in matters of such solemn import conjecture and probability are not a sufficient ground for conviction, the author has laboured to supply a demonstration of the fact, which he trusts will be found both new and satisfactory. He has accordingly been careful not to assume anything which is not generally acknowledged; and has supported every point of the argument with proofs and evidences so combined, as apparently to leave no other alternative than that which is here maintained. Should the attempt have been successful, it will furnish a fresh proof of the value of inductive reasoning; which, like a sounding-line let down into the ocean of time, has thus, from the depth of eighteen hundred years, brought up to the surface a pearl of great price."?Preface, p. vi.
As the argument and its illustrations are almost entirely of a Physiological nature, and as medical men must therefore be better able to estimate their value and their force than others, we can have no hesitation in inviting the attention of our readers to the consideration of a volume that, in our judgment, is so creditable to its author, not less as an enlightened physician than as a sincere Christian. The reasoning indeed is mainly physiological, but its application is essentially spiritual; the data on which it rests are drawn from medical science, but the great lesson which the whole is designed to teach is to impress the mind with a deeper and a more devout sense of that divine love that moved the Saviour to endure the mysterious agonies of the garden and of the cross, in working out the Redemption of the human race. As a matter of course, it is the medical argument that will almost exclusively engage our attention. And here we would remark that, whatever opinion may be formed of the reasonings advanced in the volume before us, and whether its conclusions be adopted or not, no one, we feel assured, will rise from its perusal without having the utmost esteem for its pious and talented author. In his hands, Medicine becomes '? hence the paleness of the countenance, the coldness of the extremities, the contraction and shrinking of the skin and general surface of the body, the smallnesS and slowness of the pulse, the want of appetite, the deficiency of muscular force? and the sense of general languor which overspreads the whole frame. As the action of the extreme branches of the arterial system is greatly diminished, the heart and aorta and its larger vessels, and the whole system of the pulmonary artery become loaded and distended with blood. The painful sense of fulness which tblS occasions gives rise to a common expression, which is in some i
